Infantile osteopetrosis: report of two cases.
Two cases of infantile osteopetrosis are reported. Both were males aged four and eight months at presentation. They presented with osteosclerotic change of the bone, leukoerythroblastic anemia, optic atrophy, hepatosplenomegaly and frequent infection. The histology of the bone showed thickened bone trabeculae with little osteoclastic activity, although in one patient the number of osteoclasts increased, while in the other they did not. One received a bone marrow transplant (BMT) but died from disseminated cytomegaloviral infection, pulmonary hemorrhage and sepsis. The post-transplant marrow histology showed evidence of engraftment and osteoclastic activity. The other only received a course of prednisolone, which was of little help. His condition has followed a natural course with progressive visual impairment and marrow failure. Our cases suggest that infantile osteopetrosis should be taken into consideration in dealing with infants who present with early marrow failure and that patients of infantile osteopetrosis should receive BMT. BMTs appear to be the only cure. They should be given as early as possible to avoid major consequences and severe infection.